Gas-distended stomach masquerading as free air.
Free air can be an ominous sign of bowel perforation with the fear if resulting sepsis. Several radiological signs have been described to aid in interpretation including Rigler's sign. We present a case where a large amount of free air was felt to be present in a 5 year old post craniopharyngioma resection. Clinically free air was not expected. To try and acount for these discrepant findings, the nasogastric tube was examined and found to be clogged. Once the nasogastric tube functioned, it became evident that the large amount of air was in the stomach rather than free in the peritoneal cavity. This case demonstrates a potential mimic of free air but also highlights the need to correlate radiographic findings and interpretations to the clinical state of the patient.